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Dear Parents and Students: 
 
Hopefully this letter finds you well and in the middle of a restful, yet productive, summer full of opportunities 
and experiences!   What a full year we just completed at Washington Gifted Middle School, and there is so 
much more to come!   
 
The core mission of Washington states: “To empower every person to become a responsible, self-directed, 
life-long learner through a positive partnership of family, school, and community.” This is the philosophy 
that guides us as we maintain and build the tradition of excellence at this school. The principle of    
“Dignity...Respect…Achievement…For All “ is at the forefront of all we do.  The staff and I believe in this, 
we expect it, and we will continue to build on this theme in the upcoming year.     
 
There are many new initiatives ahead.  We continue to add programs to add what students need, and will 
have dedicated time periods for enrichment and skill development, both from an academic and social 
skillset perspective.   
 
I welcome the new incoming students and families to Washington and invite you to join in our mission.   
The positive energy that exudes from all of us needs your addition and ideas! This school depends on all of 
its stakeholders to get involved in a collective vision.  I have stated this before, and I believe so much 
strongly in it now!   We have a vibrant and committed group of parents who work very hard to support the 
school and its mission. Our Exploratory parent committee planned great monthly classes for our students.  
I invite each and every one of you to join our PTO. Mrs. Heidi Bauer is the president for this upcoming year 
and she and the executive board are still looking for parents to step forward and help with many events and 
opportunities to enrich our children’s experiences. Please join us…you do make a difference! 
 
I would like to thank the outstanding staff, students, and parents for all they do to make sure our programs 
succeed.  The staff at Washington is amazing! They work hard to maintain and create opportunity.  The 
block projects, the field experiences, Lorado Taft, our athletic endeavors (including  a new archery team 
and a  renewed  track program), our chess teams, our  Student Council, our Kiwanis- affiliated Builder’s 
Club, our extra-curricular success and opportunities, our robotics/Lego League program, and our award 
winning Destination Imagination program . All of these and more continue to be a great opportunity for so 
many of our Washington students.  If you don’t know what some of these programs are yet, you are in for 
some wonderful surprises!!! 
 
We are still finalizing plans, as always a summer project, but we will be ready come August 16th!  Please 
see the attached school reminders in this packet in regards to the opening of the school year.  Thank you 
once again for supporting Washington Gifted Middle School! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Dave Poehls 


